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The principles of Benjamin Bloom's "Taxonomy of 
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"What does a student do who 'really understands ' which he does not 

do when he does not understand?" This is the classic question posed by 

Benjamin Bloom et al on the very first page of the Taxonomy of Educational 

Objectives . The authors of the "taxonomy" developed a system of classifi- 

cation of educational objectives in the cognitive area (remembering and 
recalling knowledge, intellectual abilities and skills for dealing with 
materials and problems). The classes of the taxonomy are sequential 
(rather than arbitrary), hierarchical (from simplest behavior to the 
most complex), and cumulative (each class is unique but makes use of and 
is built on the behaviors found in the preceeding classes). Six major 
classes were established: (l) knowledge (i.e. remembering and recalling), 

(2) comprehension, (3) application, (1») analysis, (5) synthesis, (6) evalua- 
tion; and each major class and sub-class v/as defined so as to make clear the 
specific behavior appropriate to each category. 



The taxonomy for the cognrtrvo domain can be a valuable aid to teachers 
developing independent study units in the social studies. Materials can be 
prepared that allow students to range through all the levels of cognitive 
thought as they pursue a particular topic. The following sequence, which 
uses the "Rosetta Stone" as the common knowledge base, is an attempt to 
illustrate how the principles of the taxonomy of the cognitive domain can 
be applied to the design of a "mini-independent study unit" that ranges 
through all levels of the taxonomy. 



Benjamin Bloom et al, Taxonomy of Educational Objectives, The Classification 
of Educational Objectives, Handbook I; Cognitive Domain (New York: David 

McKay Company, Inc., 1956). 



1. KflOWLBDGS 

On a map of Egypt, locate or place an X on the approximate 
location v;here the Rosetta Stone was found. 

2 . comprshe:i3Io;-i 

Scholars who have studied the hierpglyphs (sacred writing of 
the Egyptian priesthood) of the ancient Egyptians discovered 
that the groups of hieroglyphs written within oval rings (the 
so-called cartouches) on the Egyptian monuments gave the names 
of kings . 

Champollion, a French scholar who studied the Rosetta Stone, 
was able to identify a cartouche naming Ptolemy (Ptolemais) 
and a cartouche naming Cleopatra. The names written in hieroglyphics 
are as follows: 




always accompany the endings of female names) and see what 
relationships you can discover between and among the various 
signs. 

3. APPLICATION : 

Here is a simplified Egyptian alphabet which was developed 
by scholars following the research done on the Rosetta Stone. 



The Alphabet 



Si** n 7 'ranscriptivn 

(vulture) * 

I) (flowering rccil) i 

\ £} (two fiowcrln;* rm!*)y 
\ w {olflnjMC strokes) v 

—a (!or*.*;:rin am! It.Jtut) r 



S<>ui;d-vatuc 

Glottal stop (as :n !>o::k- when 

nrspronouoce;!) 

I 

V 

Y 

Aysn iIk* 



.'Ji:, i. 
( ’*• 
i * 

-o 

!: 






"t 



Si.ai:i/~va!ue 

d::ck) U' \‘* 

(cursive iicvclopir.c;:t of \;.) \\* 



} h 
(stool) ft 
(honied viper) / 

(owl) 

(\v;;;cr) // 

(mouth) r 
(rvovi shelter) /; 

(\v:ok o: lui.siai h 
(pi.vctuar) /; 

(animals Ivilv ) h 
(door !>;;h) s 
(foiticd cloth) s 
(pool) s 

CH«1) * 

(basket with handle) h 
(jar-sianci) g 
(loaf) / 

(tethering rope)/ 

(haiui) d 
(sr.akc) d 



IS 
P 
• K 
M 
N 
R 
1*1 

.'•lightly guttural U 
C'l l (as in loch) 
slightly softer than /; 
S 
S 

SH 

Q 

K 

C> (as in goat) 

T 

Tj 

13 



*yi ,1 ‘ csc 5cUt ' : ' s nrc consonants, even thoimh ihc weak V* .* 

and X. 81 t!u ‘. cn;l « syllable Were probably assiiniirte/',,, ’•! 
precvumg a, r, and y. Vowels were nm written hv 
l ; y>-ptu:r., : » increfons din-cult, and often impossible to 

Pf»>nBncw«i»n oi words, hut it m;:v he sometimes 
.v?£. 'ff ln . cCo ; V " c dc ' lv «ives. As a mere aid n, pror.unm- 
• '• -o> p«oloj{»Ms insert a short « between consonants, c «* lu-'rt> 

. rest , prr ‘house*, wing a for , and r, WI J „ for ‘ 



f riends°in r hierooly p hics ’jlSf of your 

simplified Egyptianalohabid /£ 9 ^ Principles of the 
alphabet contained maiLv^onsinant^Tjh ^ hiero 9lyphic 
find an appropriate vowel =S!«2 ? Wh ? n . ever y° u cannot 
can simply omit it as did th«=» r ln . ^ he al Pnabet above, you 

procoau?e y aaopLf b y S 4 jpto t i: 9 ??^?r nS “ £ ° ll0W the 

NAME in ENGLISH APPROXIMATE NAME IN HIEROGLYPHICS 




*»• ANALYSIS : 

and Cleopatra, aid^the^hSacte^s^or^ifnf ) Pt ° lemy (Ptoleraais) 
written in hieroglyphics., nd atteni P t to identify the 




name 



9. SYNTHESIS : 

We know that the Rosetta Stone bears a trilingual inscription 
recording a decree of 196 E.C. under Ptolemy Epiphanes: in 
hieroglyphs (the sacred characters of the priesthood) , in 
demotic (the popular cursive writing of the day) , and in Greek. 

In fact, the decree closes with the resolution that it be 
inscribed on "hard stone," in the "sacred, the native, and the 
Greek letters." How would you account for the prescription 
that it be inscribed in those three particular "letters" ? 



6. EVALUATION: 

The Rosetta Stone was discovered in 1799 by M. Bcuggard, an 
officer in the French army, near the town of Rosetta, Egypt.. 
Three years later the stone was brought to England and deposited 
in the Eritish .Museum, where it can be found today. 

Some people have suggested that the Rosetta Stone be returned 
to Egypt. Would you favor this? 
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